
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sorin Nastasia         

Department: International Studies Program      Phone Number: (618) 650-5826 

E-mail Address: snastas@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1774 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9-10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  INTS 401 Independent Project in International Studies 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: On campus 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   In Fall of 2016, the new CAS International Studies undergraduate degree program will be launched, providing 

students with opportunities to understand the social, political, economic, and cultural developments in various world 

regions and prepare them for careers in a globalized world. The newly appointed Director of this program, Dr. Sorin 

Nastasia, would like to request an URCA assistant that would help map specific career pathways in international 

studies. When the International Studies program was submitted for approval to the evaluation body of the state of 

Illinois, it contained an extensive list of organizations that could constitute workplaces for students, and this list will 

be used to guide students who are becoming affiliated with the program. Dr. Nastasia is now interested in having an 

URCA student assistant help in conceptualizing and reflecting on career pathways for international studies students 

and graduates. Given that we live in a global, interconnected world, in which more and more careers will be pursued 

in international settings, mapping career pathways in international studies becomes important scholarly and strategic 

academically. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
   The URCA student would work along Dr. Sorin Nastasia, the Director of the International Studies Program and 

faculty member in Applied Communication Studies, on the following: 

- to identify and review research materials that would help provide a conceptual and analytical framework in 

regards to career pathways in international studies in the context of our globalized world 

- to collect data by means of research on websites and other promotional materials of academic institutions 

offering International Studies degrees (with follow-up discussions by phone and email when needed), as 

well as regional and cross regional organizations (pertaining to politics, to culture and communication, and 

to sustainability, which are the three concentrations of SIUE’s International Studies degree program as well 

as broad lines of professional pursuit in international settings)  

- work on a scholarly presentation for the International Studies association discussing the data collected and 

the conceptual framework identified  (there is also potential for an academic publication) 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will learn to do systematic data collection and analysis.  

The student will help identify the sources appropriate to be consulted, will help gather information in regards to 

these, and will help create a database containing complex information from the sources consulted.  

The student will also work on a literature review as well as an academic presentation. 
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Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

   The student will be able to create her or his own schedule by consultation with Dr. Sorin Nastasia.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
   The research activities involves on campus and online work.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

   No prerequisites  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

   The URCA student should have a strong interest in various aspects of international studies and international 

organizations offering career pathways in international studies. Additionally, the student should have good 

communication skills and a good grasp of work in Word and Excel.  

 
 


